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CORRECTION
Campaign signs for Democrats stolen in
Newfield Oct. 22 were not replaced by signs
of opposing candidates. Information was
incorrectly reported in an article on Page 3A
Tuesday.

The Journal attempts to correct errors in its
news columns. To report a need for a correc-
tion or clarification, call 274-9261 weekdays
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Running on a platform of legalizing
backyard chickens and reducing pollu-
tion — and with an approach rooted in an-
archist philosophy — James Lukasavage
seeks to unseat incumbent First Ward
Alderman George McGonigal, a Demo-
crat, on Ithaca’s Common Council.

If elected, Lukasavage, running on a
ballot line of his own creation called New
Cynics, said he will accept no salary. He
has not previously held public office, he
said. 

The election is Nov. 3, and polls will be

open from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. The First
Ward is the city’s largest ward, and
contains South Hill, West Hill and
parts of East Hill.

Lukasavage, 50, who can often be
seen walking downtown wearing a
gas mask, said he plans to reduce
automobile emissions by 50 percent
through a registration system that
would limit the number of cars oper-
ating on city streets. Odd-even motor-
ing — in which drivers would register
their vehicles and be limited when
they could drive — would help reduce
hydrocarbons in the air, he said, while
an emphasis on public transportation
— in the form of a “pod car” personal
rapid transit system — would also
help to create a cleaner environment.

“As far as I’m concerned, there’s
way too much auto pollution,” Luka-
savage said. “That’s all due to automo-
biles. The hydrocarbons in the air are
a product of auto exhaust ... they’re all
carcinogenic, and the air is filled with
it, almost day and night, everywhere
you go.”

The City of Ithaca, which is pro-
gressing toward plans to develop a
more “walkable city,” is going about
its development in the wrong way, Lu-
kasavage said, and the city’s transfor-
mation is occurring at an excessive
pace.

“I call it hyper-development,” Lu-
kasavage said. “They call it densifica-
tion, but I call it overpopulation. They
say that it’s supposed to stop urban
sprawl, but I think that’s what creates
it. The impact on the local environ-
ment is too much.”

If elected, Lukasavage said he
wants to push the City of Ithaca to im-
pose caps on the student bodies of
Cornell University and Ithaca Col-
lege, limiting the population integrat-
ing into the local environment each
year, an excess he said he believes
hurts the local economy.

He also plans on pushing for legis-
lation encouraging all working Itha-
cans to take one unpaid day off work
each month as a means of raising
awareness about their impact on the
local environment.

“In order to cleanse the 

Anarchist seeks
spot on Ithaca
Common Council
Lukasavage backs
50% emissions cut
NICK REYNOLDS
NREYNOLDS@ITHACAJOURNAL.COM

See COUNCIL, Page 4A

Ithaca’s largest, most expensive in-
frastructure project is moving along
fairly smoothly, with about a month’s de-
lay expected and just slightly over bud-
get.

Work on the second phase of the Wa-
ter Treatment Plant project is, so far, less
than a percent over budget — about
$111,000. Phase 2, which began last
month and deals with the construction of
about one-fourth of the building’s foot-
print including the assembly of filters,

piping, electrical work, plumbing and
HVAC, was originally budgeted at near-
ly $18 million.

The most recent overall estimate for
the complete project, as of January, was
$36.37 million, $405,000 more than origi-
nally budgeted.

Last week, the city urged residents to
limit their water use during Phase 2 of
the project, as the city is relying on Bol-
ton Point Municipal Water System and
Cornell University for its water supply.
So far, the amount provided by the two
systems combined has been sufficient
for city needs. By Nov. 9, the Water

Treatment Plant will be back to provid-
ing water for the city.

Work on the more than century old
plant began in September 2014 and was
originally scheduled to be completed in
September 2016. Because of “unfore-
seen circumstances,” due to the age of
the plant, the new scheduled completion
date is October 2016.

The next phase of the project will fo-
cus on reconstruction of approximately
half of the structure.

The work followed several years of
debate in the city on whether to rebuild
the plant to meet modern water-quality

standards or tie into the intermunicipal
water consortium known as Bolton
Point, which draws water from Cayuga
Lake. The Ithaca Common Council opted
to rebuild, taking advantage of the grav-
ity-fed system tied to Six Mile Creek and
maintaining control of its own water sup-
ply system, but rebuffing warnings of
higher costs and much larger water bills
for city residents.

Staff writer David Hill contributed to
this report.

Follow Nick Reynolds on Twitter
@IJCityWatch.

FILE PHOTO

The north elevation view of the proposed design for the City of Ithaca Water Treatment Plant. This side of the building will face the back of properties on State Street.

WATER WORK NEARLY
ON TIME, ON BUDGET
$36M rebuilding of century-old treatment plant to be completed by October 2016
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L O T T E R I E S

Six area students are showcasing
their leadership skills as they repre-
sent TST BOCES’ Career and Technical
Education chapter this week at the na-
tional FFA Convention in Louisville,
Kentucky.

Local students at the convention are
Shannon O’Hara and Sara Lundy, Dry-
den Central School District; Elizabeth

Drake, Lansing Central School District;
Brittani Hamilton, Ithaca City School
District; Kalleigh Johnson, Lehman Al-
ternative Community School; and Kait-
lyn Oaks, Regional Alternative School.

The convention runs through Satur-
day.

“These students earned the opportu-
nity to go by having high grades, a great
work ethic and dedication to the FFA 

Showcasing leadership skills
LOIS WILSON
LOISWILSON@ITHACAJOURNAL.COM
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Members of the TST BOCES Career and Technical Education chapter of the FFA are prepared to
attend the national convention this week. The group includes, from left, Shannon O’Hara,
Brittani Hamilton, Sara Lundy, Elizabeth Drake and Kalleigh Johnson. Kaitlyn Oaks (not
pictured) is also going to the convention.

See FFA, Page 5A

This past September, Groton High
School recognized three of its gradu-
ates who were unable to finish their
coursework in time to march
in time to “Pomp and Circum-
stance” with the rest of their
class in June.

They persevered through
the summer months to ensure
that they completed the work
necessary to graduate as part
of the class of 2015.

One of those students was
Taylor Stilwell, who also spent
the proverbial lion’s share of
that time completing the nec-
essary 1,000 hours of work to
earn her cosmetology certif-
icate at the Tompkins-Seneca-
Tioga BOCES. In fact, Stilwell at-
tained that “thousandth hour” on Oct.
20.

According to TST cosmetology
teacher Andrea Perkins, Stilwell’s

talents extend way beyond cutting and
styling hair. Perkins said, “Taylor is
extremely gifted and talented and sees

things a little differently. Taylor
would ask me for old manne-
quins that would normally be
discarded and turn them in to
true pieces of art. Taylor’s man-
nequins are on display in the
main lobby of the Powell building
at the Career and Tech Center.”

Heather Cooper, Internship
Coordinator and Job Developer
at TST BOCES, said of Stilwell,
“She is truly one of the most
gifted, detail-oriented, creative,
and underrated students that
I’ve seen come through the pro-
gram.”

Congratulations to Taylor for a job
well done, and for turning her chosen
field of study into a true work of art in 

Cosmetology student takes
her creativity to next level

Linda
Competillo

Groton 
Town Talk

See TALK, Page 5A


